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Conflict Transformation Framework







Ecological 
Distribution 

Conflicts

Social 
Metabolism

Sustainability 
Transitions

Environmental 
Justice 

Movements

How do Sustainability 

Transitions alter natural resource 

use and the Social Metabolism? 

How do STs change: a) size b) 
composition c) distribution 
d) sources and sinks of societal 
material & energy flows, 
resources and wastes?

How do changes in Social 

Metabolism redistribute 

environmental benefits and 

burdens?  

How do changes in size, 
composition, distribution, and 

sources/sinks of resource and waste 
flows create 

unjust distributive outcomes 
across different actors? 

How, where and when are 

environmental conflicts 

transformed into collective 

action? 

Who are the actors and allies of 
collective action? What are their 

goals? What are their mobilization 
strategies?

At which scales do they operate? 

How can collective action 

for environmental justice 

contribute to more sustainable 

societies? How can EJOs redefine 
values and valuation languages of 
‘sustainability’? How can EJOs contest 
and change unsustainable, or create 
sustainable resource uses? How can 
EJOs assure sustainability for 
minorities?

Key questions 

to understand

multi-faceted 

interactions

Source: Scheidel, A., Temper, L., Demaria, F. and Martínez-Alier, J., 2018. Ecological distribution conflicts as forces for sustainability: an 
overview and conceptual framework. Sustainability Science, 13(3), pp.585-598.



A perspective on Radical Transformations to Sustainability: 

resistances, movements and alternatives

L. Temper, M. Walter, I. Rodriguez, A. Kothari, E. Turhan

 Based on a perspective of conflict as productive … we 
lay out a conceptual framework for understanding 
transformations through a power analysis that aims to 
confront and subvert hegemonic power relations; that 
is, multi-dimensional and intersectional; balancing 
ecological concerns with social, economic, cultural and 
democratic spheres; and is multi-scalar, and mindful of 
impacts across place and space.

 While transitions literature tends to focus on artifacts 
and technologies, we suggest that a resistance-centred
perspective focuses on the creation of new 
subjectivities, power relations, values and institutions.



 
 

 
 

Pluriverse: A Post-Development Dictionary is a stimulating collection of over 100 essays on 
transformative alternatives to the currently dominant processes of globalized development, including its 
structural roots in modernity, capitalism, state domination, and masculinist values.  
 
In the post-development imagination, 'development' would no longer be the organizing principle of 
social life. The book presents worldviews and practices from around the world in a collective search for 
an ecologically wise and socially just world. It also offers critical essays on a number of false solutions 
that those in power are proposing in an attempt to ‘greenwash’ development. The 120+ contributors to 
the volume include activists, academics, and practitioners, with a wealth of experience in their 
respective fields of engagement.   
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Tools for Evaluation & Reflexivity

1.Theory of 
Change

2.Process 
documentation

3.Tarot process





Desired Outcomes Impacts and 
Indicators

Personal

Outcomes:

Individual growth (spiritual, professional, emotional, psychological)

Impact/Indicators:

• Increase in diverse research outputs, develop increase 
understanding of social change - for individuals

• Professional opportunities and career advancement

• New directions and risks in our work

• Increase skills, capacity opportunity for the members

• Hope and inspire small personal stories of change and initiatives

• Feel less despair, more hope, more connection

• Learn methodology and struggles

• Connect with others on issues and visions (community)

• More empathetic connections with others

• Personal and family growth and feeling of self-care (babies!)

Relational

Outcomes:
• Friendships
• Links with students and student movements
• Exchanges through Global Worldviews Dialogue
• Creation and consolidation of networks.
• Introduce Vikalp sangam in Arab region
• Mutual learning and co-production of knowledge among academia and 

activists, communities and all actors involved in the project.

Impacts/Indicators: 
• Continuity of the EJatlas after the project
• Use of EJatlas as a pedagogical, academic, activist and research tool
• New collaborations and projects emerging out of connections made 

through project activities. 
• Increase community use of Ejatlas for documentation, learning and 

networking
• Develop EJ platform for Arab region in Arabic and French for access 

and networking
• Increase visits to Ejatlas page by from new places and regions
• Increase in visit to Acknowl-ej webpage
• Increase in depth of exchange with other TKNs
• New Network Partners
• Engagement and interest from actors who have not yet been engaged 

in these subjects/approaches.
• Use of frameworks by the outside actors
• More joint campaigns between networked groups
• Outputs that reflect the knowledge that has been co-produced by 

activists and researchers during the project.
• A critical self-reflection of the research and learning processes 

developed during the project.



Structural

Outcomes:

• Increase the legitimacy of scholar activism and of radical 
trans-disciplinary scholarship within our institutions.

• Advocacy for transformative environmental change

• Tangible change in policy, systems and practices

• Strengthen Producer and consumer (ie. prosumer) links

Indicators/Impact:

• Media articles, videos, online tools (including social media 
visibility!) that will increase public awareness

• New deep alliances and public campaigns

• Changes in tertiary institutional structures

• Increased discussion on rights of nature

• Sharing of community created scientific knowledge and 
recognition of its values

• More joint campaigns between networked groups

• Other means of academic development indicators (other than 
pubs in peer received journals

• Institutional architectural change



Discursive (cognitive praxis)
Outcomes:

• Contribute to reframing discourses

• Increase discussion on EJ, 
environmental issues and sustainability 
within a social justice perspective in the 
Arab region

• Breaking down binaries (for example 
the human-nature divide)

• contribute to the transformation of 
epistemic and ontological regimes -
through contesting expert and 
corporate discourses and by making 
visible alternative ways of knowing and 
being, and different forms of 
knowledge production.

• Document indigenous worldviews

Indicators/Impact:

• Increase popular articles talking about EJ, resistance, 
struggle and vision in various languages

• Syllabi and lessons plans developed, enhanced and 
shared to influence pedagogy, critical research and a 
discourse

• Spur new directions in research for partners, funding 
bodies and others

• Further acceptance of new methods of scholarly 
activism

• Change in policies

• Increase in debate and discussion about controversial 
issues because of frameworks

• Increase and spread of use of new EJ concepts

• Creating a structure for EJ and political ecology in the 
Arab region

• Discussion about the term ‘development

• Cross cultural sharing of cosmo-visions

• Break down barriers between social and 
environmental concerns

• Expanding the frame of what is environmental



Process documentation

• What are the ideological and ethical beliefs and values (including biases) that shape and motivate this 
process? 

• What are the external factors (institutional requirements and pressures, demands/interests of 
participating community, budget constraints or availability, etc.) that shape this process? 

• What are the political goals with which this process has been initiated, how were these defined?

• How have different forms of knowledge been taken into account in the process design? 

This work  aims to create a space for reflection on the research we do in ACKnowl-EJ, across different levels of the project, from 
how we work as a project and frame our research questions, to how we engage with our case study communities. In particular 
we aim to enquire into the praxis of co-production of academic/ activist and other forms of knowledge.



The Tarot Deck of Transgressive Research



Looking back, looking forward: Yeni Foça 
Forum ● Combining participatory scenario planning 

with historical analysis (3 periods coded from 
2 newspaper archives)

● Focus on the transformation of the 
environmental movement from 1980s to 2015 
and beyond

● Role of key actors changing: local authorities, 
international NGOs, grassroots groups

● Adverse transformation?
● Designing the research with the community



Thank you!
www.acknowlej.org / www.ejatlas.org

contact: leah.temper@gmail.com

http://www.acknowlej.org/
http://www.ejatlas.org/

