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FINAL AGENDA 

 

Introduction 

The theme of the Transformations to Sustainability programme workshop in September 2018 is 
‘beginnings and endings/endings and beginnings’.  

Three projects (‘Transformative Knowledge Networks’ or TKNs) from the original ISSC T2S 
programme are winding down in 2018/19 while 12 projects funded under the NORFACE–Belmont 
Forum T2S programme are just starting up. The workshop will provide a meeting ground for the two 
cohorts of projects, old and new, to explore what is known and what still needs to be learned about 
transformations to sustainability and how social science can effectively contribute to equitable 
transformations to sustainability.  

The workshop will have four main objectives: 

• To refine and build a shared understanding of the vision of the Transformations to 
Sustainability programme; 

• To extend and deepen the connections among the global community of researchers on 
transformations to sustainability; 

• To share and develop concepts and measures of outcomes and impact in research on and for 
transformations to sustainability, from the perspective of mature and fledgling projects, as 
well as research funders; and 

• To develop a perspective and plans for programme-level activities and engagement in 2019 
and beyond. 

The fast-growing city of Fukuoka – itself a meeting place of old and new, historical and modern – will 
be the backdrop to this exchange and will afford us insights into local transformations in Japan. 

 

 

Pre-workshop preparation:   

• All participants are asked to bring an object that symbolizes an ending or a beginning 
and to be prepared to explain why they chose it. 

• NORFACE–Belmont Forum project lead representatives only are asked to prepare a 
poster – see dedicated guidelines. 

 

 



Saturday 22 September 

8:45 Meet in hotel lobby to walk to workshop venue 
9:00 Start of day 

Welcome from the organisers and funders [Sarah, Erica, 15 min] 

Warm-up exercise and introductions [Vivi, 45 min] 

Introduction to the workshop [60 min] 
Why are we here? How have we got here? What lies ahead? What do we hope to 

achieve (with the programme and the workshop)?  
[Sarah and Susi, 30 min + 30 min for discussion] 

11.15–11.45 Break  

Introduction to the new projects – research marketplace [Vivi and Erica] 
Research marketplace introduction [15 min] 

Poster presentations [6*10 min=60 min] 

13.00–14:30 Lunch (with lunchtime exercise) 

Debrief from lunchtime exercise [30 mins] 

Poster presentations cont. [6*10 min=60 min] 

16:00–16:30 Marketplace mingle during break 

What have we learned about research on/for social transformation? 
ISSC-TKNs present their work (focusing on the anticipated main theoretical & 

methodological advances, the impact frameworks they have used (e.g. theory of 
change, PIPA) and how well they worked or not, and any outstanding or arising 

questions and challenges [TKNs, 3*15 min=45 min, + 30 mins discussion] 

Reflection and looking ahead to the following day [Susi, 15 min] 

18:00 Close of day  

19:00 Joint dinner (Nonobudou, Tenjin) 
Tenjin IMS Building 13 Floor 

1-7-11 Tenjin Chuo-ku Fukuoka City 
 

 

  

https://goo.gl/maps/xFLjJJ1FqBv


 Sunday 23 September  

8:45 Meet in hotel lobby to walk to workshop venue 
9:00 Start of day 

Focus on impact, outcomes and sustainability 
Introduction [Adrian, 10 min] 

Invited (short 2-3 minute) reflections, from funder and researcher perspectives [20 min] 
 

Small group discussions (4-5 people, self-organising, with identified rapporteur) on the 
following questions: [45 min] 

What do we (research funders, managers and teams and individual researchers) aim 
to achieve and leave behind? Why think about this from the start of a project? What 

really matters in short projects on long-term transformation? How do we capture that 
in our monitoring and evaluation frameworks? How does it change from beginning to 
end of the process? What responsibilities do we have for the ending or continuity of 

what we start? 
 

Rapporteurs to feed back to plenary, with open discussion chaired by Adrian [45 min] 

11:00–11:30 Break  

Identifying essential indicators of impact in inter-/transdisciplinary research on 
social transformations to sustainability  

Short introduction [Susi], followed by group work and discussion 

13:00–14:15 Lunch (lunchboxes in meeting room or park) 

Storytelling workshop Part 1 
Dr. Tara M. McGowan will present the historical and cultural background behind the 
emergence of various picture-storytelling formats in Japan and share the techniques 
of one particular format called kamishibai (literally, ‘paper theatre’), which is being 

used in various programmes to effect social change and encourage cross-
generational communication around the world today. 

15:30–16:00 Break  

Storytelling workshop Part 2 
Participants will have the opportunity individually or in groups to put the storytelling 

techniques they have learned into practice by developing a visual narrative 
appropriate to their own concerns and cultural contexts. Participants will practice 

performing their stories for one another, and finally share the stories and respond to 
them within the larger group. 

Preparation for field trip [Sarah, 10 min] 

17.30 Close of day  

Free evening 
 

 

  



Monday 24 September  

8:30 Meeting at ACROS – bus to Rainwater Science Center 

Field trip with Rainwater Society Initiative 

12:30–14:00 Lunch (restaurant in ACROS) 

Brief reflection on field trip [Vivi] 

Open session [Susi] 
Plenary and group work around common interests, visions, needs, challenges and 

potential collaboration [60 min], around, for example: 

-  Evaluation/metrics in TD research 
- Early career research needs and opportunities 

- Etc.  

Break 15:30–16:00 

What next? [Sarah, 30 min] 

Final ‘go-around’ [Susi, 60 min], including: 

New insights, beginnings and closings, including thoughts on projects: 
- Have new project plans or thinking changed or not? 

Have TKN plans or thinking changed or not? 

17.30 Close of workshop 
 

 

 Tuesday 25 September 

Morning: Free time to work within or across projects, including  
preparing for the WSSF parallel sessions 

 

World Social Science Forum starts at 12.30 
 

14:20–16:20 Parallel session CS1–15:  
Engaging power relations in transformations to sustainability research 

 

Wednesday 26 September 

14:00–16:00 Parallel session CS1–10:  
Sovereignty and Justice for Transformative Futures: Insights from the Transformations to 

Sustainability Knowledge Network 

 
16:30–18:30 Parallel session CS1–11:  

The Belmont Forum–NORFACE Transformations to Sustainability programme: Re-structuring the 
field of sustainability research for sustainable and secure futures 

 


